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of hours.     The only exception is at the time of breaking   the
hanfi,   when   a   p3rramidical   formation   becomes    necessary.
This formation is also very simple.     A batch of selected strong
persons stand in a circle, arms interlocked over the   shoulders
so as to form a firm solid base.     On   the shoulders  of these
stands another batch, of course a   smaller one, of  smart   and
active young men.     Over the shoulders of the second batch a
.smart lad finds his way up and at this stage he is in a position
to reach the hanSl.   If  the lian^i is still out of reach, another
tyre is fc oned.   While the han-f   is being broken, the   whole
formation is and has to be steady, but as soon as it is over all
climb down without order and the formation collapses.    The
whole group with renewed vigour   resumes   the   kala   dance,
which generally terminates after a short time.
The movements, as I have already stated, are very crude.The
participants place their arms on the shoulders of neighbours
and slide and stamp their feet on the ground. Everyone
tries to get unaer the water or buttermilk that is being poured
over them. Consequently the whole group shifts. At times
a few strong and stout men squat on the ground with their
heads benn and covered with their arms, thus forming a solid
base, which becomes the centre of the dance. Other members
of the group dance over the bodies of these persons without
.any sort of constraint. The experience of the persons squatting
is not, however, painful as may be expected. On the contrary
they feal exhilerated as they get a good massage. In rare cases
they feel it overdone, but even then, their complaint is just
about a few muscle cramps, and seldom goes beyond that.
When the group is not in a mood to form a compact
body, in addition to the stamping and sliding movements of
the feet, the swinging of the hands backward and forward in
a rathar jerky manner is added. But this is rare. In most
cases, the group moves in a compact body.
When the participants, start in. a procession to visit
different localities and to break the hrtnfls that they may
come across, they fall in a line more or less straight and are
linked in a chain either by clasping palms or finking arms
with'their neighbours. They dance the distance, keeping the
right foot forward and stepping with the same foot, while